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My name is Masume Akbari. I am a PhD student at the Department of Geomatics Engineering, 
holding an MSc in Geomatics Engineering from the University of Calgary. My journey at UofC 
started in July of 2016, when I started my master’s degree. The strong passion for volunteering 
and being involved in the society play important roles in my life-style.  Currently, I am the 
president of Iranian Graduate Student Association (IGSA), which is a not-for profit GSA student 
group. This year, I am running for VP External position at the GSA elections. As VP External, I 
will be responsible for activities related to student advocacy, government relations, and community 
engagement. I will be advocating on behalf of graduate students at the University of Calgary to 
the municipal, provincial, and federal governments.  

Over the past year, due to changes to the provincial budget, the tuition and fees were increased. 
The commitment of the President and VP External to act as graduate students’ advocates were 
exceptional. As VP External, if elected, I will be devoted to keep advocating for more financial 
aid for graduate students. I will continue on raising awareness with the university and government 
officials about the significance of affordable advanced education. I believe in bringing 
transparency, communication, and accountability to the table.  

Volunteering provided me with so many valuable experiences to perform as a competent VP 
External. To provide you with a better perspective on what I will be able to do as VP external, I 
would like to take you through a journey to see what I have done so far: 

 
1. I started as the President of the IGSA in June 2019. I brought strengthening and 

encouraging the IGSA’s academic, professional, and cultural activities to our weekly 
meetings as our primary goal. To achieve this, registering the IGSA at the GSA became 



necessary. And as I was starting my PhD at UofC that fall, I was in a position to expedite 
this. This meant putting a game plan together which included preparing IGSA bylaws. 
Three months later IGSA was registered at the GSA.  
 

2. Stepping back, in July 2016, I started my MSc at UofC in Geomatics, and right away began 
volunteering in the Engineering Department, the GSA, and the Calgary Persian Library. At 
the library, I saw enthusiastic volunteers, and this inspired me to fully commit myself to 
volunteering at the library. I learned an important lesson: leadership requires passion. Were 
I permitted to say it, my leadership caught the attention of the library VP in 2017. My 
candidacy was successful, and I was VP for a year. 

 
3. My leadership with the Calgary Persian Library showed me the value of a positive attitude 

in motivating volunteers to play their parts. The IGSA president at the time, saw my passion 
to lead and my level of commitment. And so, when she had to step away for two months, 
she asked me to step up and assume leadership responsibility. In the position, I gained 
confidence in and enthusiasm for my leadership and decided to allow my name to stand for 
IGSA President. 

 
4. As I observe and evaluate my leadership, I have come to see that my leadership affirms 

others to volunteer and lead. For example, we had IGSA volunteer orientation (December 
6, 2019), and I and my board members encouraged thirty volunteers to jump in and help 
IGSA using their talents. Some expressed interest in serving on the IGSA board, and I was 
also gratified to see fifteen volunteers helping out at IGSA’s Winter Solstice celebration. 
 

5. To date, during my presidency IGSA has organized 20 activities with more planned. These 
include educational, professional, and cultural events. Also, during my presidency, I was 
fully engaged with my PhD. I had to apply good time management skills so that I could 
succeed at both. One of my core leadership values is helping others succeed, and I look 
forward to providing my support, as former president, to the next IGSA president. 
 

The mentioned points are just some of my volunteering activities. If elected, I will do my best to 
incorporate my experiences working with the Board of Directors to determine the municipal, 
provincial, and federal advocacy priorities, developing strategies to address these priorities, and 
implementing them.  

 
 
 
 


