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Vote for VP Student Life MARY ZHANG on March 9-10! 

Hello! My name is Mary Zhang and I am a Chinese 

international student pursuing a PhD degree in 

Geoscience. I am thrilled to have this opportunity 

to run to be your next GSA VP Student Life. If 

elected to be YOUR VP Student Life, it would be 

my honour to continue to build a community of 

inclusiveness and facilitate an unforgettable 

university experience for all graduate students. 

Through all the research lab work, computer 

coding, and endless papers to read, it is important 

to give yourself a break sometimes and relax by 

attending some GSA student events! 

I am proud to have contributed to the execution 

of numerous and diverse student events on 

campus and participated in different student 

organizations (listed at the end of my platform). 

Through different positions in various students’ organizations, I have gained extensive 

event planning experience and I look forward to using these skills to benefit the graduate 

students’ community.  

As a Chinese international student, I fully understand the value in creating a closer and 

more involved community for students. Graduate students are faced with relatively high 

tuition fees, living costs, intense research workload and mental health concerns. As a VP 

Student Life, it is my intention to take these concerns seriously and fulfill the primary goal 

of the GSA, supporting graduate students. It will be my priority to make your voice heard. 

In my bid for VP of student life, I will expand the influence of GSA by reaching out to every 

graduate student that may need our help as well as providing feasible financial and mental 

health support to our fellow graduate students: 

• Regularly engage with the departmental graduate student groups. 

I will organize inter-departmental Coffee Chats events where interested students 

can mingle, connect with certain majored graduate students and provide feedback 

on how better support can be provided by GSA.  

 

• Promote interest groups to increase the interaction between graduate students.  

The issue with the social student events is that while you might make new 

connections, it is often hard to keep in touch. Through interest groups, graduate 
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students can make friends with like-minded people in a causal atmosphere and will 

create lasting friendships with people who share the same interests.  

 

• Strengthen collaboration with different ethnic student groups.  

I would collaborate with different ethnic student groups and organize more cultural 

events. This will be a great opportunity to showcase different cultures and create a 

more inclusive community. For example, as a VP of Chinese Graduate Students’ 

Association, I collaborated with the International Student Services and organized a 

Make Your Own Dumpling event. The event attracted not only Chinese but also 

other students who were interested in Asian culture. It was a fun hands-on event 

that taught people more about our food culture and make the Chinese graduate 

students feel appreciated and being part of the community.  

 

• Provide emergency supplies for graduate students.  

Considering the cost of winter clothing and graduate students’ financial burden, I 

will organize a winter clothing donation event. This will help graduate students save 

money and provide them with the necessary clothing to be safe and warm in the 

winter. 

Thank you so much for taking the time to read my platform. If you have any questions or 

concerns, please feel free to contact me at mary.zhang1@ucalgary.ca.  

 

My Student Event Experience 

In the past few years, I have been heavily involved in the management of student events with 

multiple organizations as a way of giving back to the student community. I believe these events 

are essential to fostering a community within the university that allows students to make 

meaningful connections and have a higher quality student life during their time at the 

University of Calgary. My main leadership and volunteering experiences are as following: 

• Technical Committee Assistant for the International Association of Hydrogeologists 

program in GeoConvention 2020, Calgary (2019 – present)   

• Vice President, Chinese Graduate Students’ Association, UCalgary (2018 – present)  

• Committee Member, Graduate College Interlock Committee, UCalgary (2019 – 

present) 

• Program Assistant (Global Friendship Program), International Student Services, 

UCalgary (2018) 
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