
I am Atena Qaedi - a master’s student in Economics. I am running for 
the VP Finance & Services of the GSA. I believe that my strong 
background and training in finance and economics provide me with a 
comprehensive understanding the duties of VP Finance & Services 
making me a well-qualified candidate for the position. 

My first aim of running for this position is to Facilitate the GSA’s main 
mission to provide the financial sustainability and full support for all 
the graduate students. 

My main strategic goals: 

 Enhance transparency and information cycle: 

• I believe that information is a vital element for the success and well-being of graduate 
students. GSA as the representative of graduate students is expected to be able to provide 
as much information as possible. Organizing social events and gatherings to share 
important matters and issues with the graduate students and ask for their main concerns 
and feedback. 

  Re-negotiation of the Current GSA Health & Dental Plan 

• Re-evaluate the current plan in comparison with other major Canadian universities, 
• Provide transparency with recent modifications of the coverage, and more discounting 

options, 

• Provide more flexibility in the plan depending on the specific needs of different students, 

 Increase the sustainability of the Last Defence Lounge (LDL) 

• Improve the food and drink menu of LDL, 

• Networking with different cultural and national communities to celebrate the diverse 
environment of the university by celebrating the cultural weeks of different nations in LDL 
serving their cuisine and drinks, 

 Increase students’ financial and entrepreneurial knowledge 

• Manage different finance workshops focusing on different aspects of graduate students’ 
needs, providing the efficient information helping them in their financial planning during 
and after school, 

• Provide more opportunities as tuition fee grants like the existing ENTI 781 & ENTI 785 
courses to expand entrepreneurial and innovative thinking among the graduate students, 

Final words: GSA is the representative of the graduate students and it should concern itself with 
all their issues and try to provide as much support and guidance as possible to help all the 
members it represents. I am going to put all my energy to improve the students’ comfort and 
quality of life. Moreover, issues such as budget management, getting more sources of funding 
and awards for qualified students, supporting travel expenses to conferences and seminars, 
holding necessary events and workshops are among the main aspects of my agenda. 


