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Hi, I’m Tanille and I am running to be re-elected as the Graduate Students’
Association President! My priority is to create a lasting impact on the
graduate student body. I have a clear vision that sets out realistic goals in
service of enacting positive change. You will find the details on my
platform below – to learn more about me and my priorities, and to get in
touch, visit my website: tanilleshandro.com

Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion
External EDI Audit

Over the past year, we have worked on an EDI framework to ensure the GSA
represents our diverse student body. Building on this work, I will bring in a
third-party company to perform an external EDI audit of the GSA with the
goal of identifying areas where we can improve. This audit will involve
engaging experts in EDI to review the GSA’s bylaws, policies, and practices.
After its completion, I will address any recommendations and transparently
communicate the steps that are being taken to graduate students.

Form an EDI Standing Committee
In Fall 2020, I piloted an EDI committee consisting of graduate students,
GSA executives, and staff that are passionate about ensuring our campus
community is welcoming and accepting of all students. We are taking a
methodical approach to forming the committee to ensure we are taking the
proper steps and provide the opportunity to solicit feedback from various
groups, taking care to include everyone. We are actively developing the
terms of reference for the committee, while also developing our knowledge
in the EDI space by attending workshops and learning from experts in the
field. If re-elected, the EDI committee will become a permanent fixture of
the GSA, playing a large role in our continued efforts to build our EDI
framework. I envision the EDI committee consulting on GSA
events/programming, running educational workshops for graduate
students, building EDI goals into the GSA’s strategic plan, and providing a
safe space to share concerns regarding the GSA’s EDI practices. 
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Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion
Provide EDI Training and Workshops

As President, I will partner with the Vice-President, Student Life to provide
regular, EDI educational workshops for graduate students. The existing EDI
workshops, provided by the Office of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion,
Writing Symbols Lodge, and third-party educators, have helped the GSA
board and staff develop their knowledge and awareness this space and I
would like to extend the same opportunities to students. Some examples of
workshops I will look at providing are implicit bias training, anti-
discrimination response training, gender identity expression, power and
privilege, Indigenous relations, and disability educational workshops.

continued

Advocacy
Alberta 2030 Feedback 

In 2020, the Government of Alberta completed a review of the post-
secondary education system. Based on their findings, they will be making
changes to this system that will have wide-ranging impacts on students.
After the release of the system review, which is scheduled at the end of the
winter 2021 semester, I will meet with the Minister of Advanced Education
and advocate on behalf of graduate students, sharing the impact that these
changes will have on our studies. 

Student Safety & the Gradual Return to Campus
In response to the global health crisis, the University moved to a remote
work and learning environment. For the 2020-2021 academic year, the
University introduced a blended model, with about 20% of classes occurring
in-person. In the coming year, we are likely to see an increase in face-to-
face interactions on campus. With many uncertainties surrounding these
plans, I will advocate on behalf of graduate students, making sure student
safety concerns are put first when developing and executing any plans for
changes to how we work and learn on campus. 
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