
My Name is Nima. I am a third-year PhD student in Electrical and Computer 

Engineering. I am applying for the VP of Finance role in the GSA. I would like to share 

with you a little about myself, my journey, and my roadmap for the future. 

PART-I (Who am I?) 

I started my Ph.D. program in 2017, and since then, I have been involved in many voluntary positions. 

I have been the VP of Communication in my department and I am proud to say that it has helped me 

to improve my communication skills. Although the main role of “VP of Communication” is to create a 

good connection between grad students, I have been proactive and tried to increase the quality of 

grad students’ experience in school. For instance, I talked to a representative of RBC and created a 

series of investment sessions for grad students. It is noteworthy to mention that there were two 

reasons behind picking the investment topic: (1) I am interested in Finance (2) I took a survey from all 

grad students (with the help of GESC) and I realized the investment topic is their top interest in finance 

area. Furthermore, I also negotiated with a bookstore’s manager and we agreed to give 15~25% 

discount on business-related books to those who participated in the event [for a limited time]. I did 

those things since I realized that most students are struggling financially, and several solutions should 

be considered to mitigate such pressure.  

PART-II (Why VP of Finance?) 

I was also a member of the Financial Standing Committee (FSC) for monitoring the GSA’s performance 

in financial section. It helps me to get an idea of what challenges the GSA members are facing in the 

“finance” section. The VP of Finance should manage this committee and be transparent in order to 

get constructive feedback for the improvement of GSA, and in turn, the improvement of students’ 

experience. I would recommend it to anyone who is thinking of applying for the VP of Finance in the 

next year. It can give you a general idea of what is going on and if the role is good for you or not.  

Next, I also cooperated with MoneySmart for a couple of events to help students increase their 

financial knowledge. Again, it all comes from my interest in finance, and investment. 

PART-III (Any roadmap?) 

First of all, let me give you a short story on my voluntary role in the Mental Health Committee. I was 

a co-chair in that committee and our goal was to boost the mental health of students and employees 

in Schulich School of Engineering. We started big, but then we realized there are lots of tiny problems 

and challenges in the middle of the way that can be solved easily. So, we changed our approach and 

started to think like this: “what problems can be solved in the short-term that can impact students’ 

lives in the long-term?”  

That would be the approach I would prefer to take in my role as the VP of Finance. I know there are 

always some challenges left for the next person who takes that role. Everyone does their best, but 

time is limited, and so are the problems that can be solved. I am going to start small and solve 

challenges that can be resolved quickly while having an impact on the big picture. I would ask the 

previous GSA board to let me know the existing issues they have found among grad students. I will 

also take a survey to see what other areas the students are needed to be supported. I hope I can be 

supportive of grad students.  

Should you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at: 

nima.sarajpoor1@ucalgary.ca 
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