
 
Platform summary – My goal is to increase the advocacy work of the organization and 
strengthen relationships both internally and externally. With significant experience in student 
politics, communications and advocacy, and the desire to contribute to the graduate student 
community, I am the right candidate for the job – Vote for Experience, Vote Maria.  
 
My name is Maria Dalton and I am a graduate student pursuing a Master of Science in 
Community Health Science in the Public and Population Health specialization. I completed my 
undergraduate studies at the University of Calgary and Carleton University in Health Science 
and Physical Geography. My research interests include the intersection between air pollution 
and cancer, population and public health, occupational health, geospatial analysis, regulatory 
law and policy. Aside from school, I am a freelance sports photographer and sportswriter, avid 
skier, dog lover, and baker. During my time at Carleton University, I was heavily involved in 
student politics, having held several executive positions in addition to being a student member 
on senate. Aside from my involvement on campus, I have also volunteered as a planning team 
member for the National Student Commonwealth Forum, as a pro team member with Motivate 
Canada, and ran the project “Visions of Canada” which sought to share the lives and insights of 
Canada’s youngest and brightest leaders. 
 
My previous experience is multi-faceted and includes the academic, sport, media and political 
worlds and I am very comfortable engaging with a wide array of groups. My skillset is well-
suited to the VP External position - with experience interacting with a number of different 
stakeholders both internally and externally to the university. Throughout my undergrad and 
graduate experience, I have always strived to enrich my student experience by engaging with 
opportunities and broadening my skillset. My experience to date has allowed me to understand 
the issues that students face on a number of different levels in addition to adding depth to my 
understanding across a wide variety of areas – from academics, to research, to athletics. The VP 
External is the outward face of the graduate student experience, playing a key role in 
advocating for students and maintaining relationships with stakeholders. With significant 
experience in student politics, communications and advocacy, and a desire to contribute to the 
graduate student community, I am the right candidate for the job. 
 
Advocacy  
 
Advocacy remains a key component of the GSA’s 2019-2022 Strategic Plan with the 
organization striving to be recognized as a leader in graduate student advocacy by members 
and stakeholders across Canada. As such, a commitment to engaging in productive and 
meaningful conversation and advocacy is required to ensure the GSA’s mandate is met – 
something I am wholly prepared for. The needs of UCalgary graduate students are ever 
changing and remaining aware and cognisant of these needs/wants is integral to ensuring the 
graduate student voice is heard and accounted for. As such, I plan to engage with stakeholders 
and advocate for UCalgary graduate students across a wide array of issues. I am experienced in 
conducting policy research and understanding where current gaps exist, especially in a 
university context – this experience will prove invaluable in focusing the advocacy efforts 



pursued under the purview of this position. During my time as an undergraduate student in 
Ottawa I was a member of the planning team for the National Student Commonwealth Forum, 
a national conference that brings together approximately 100 high-school students from across 
Canada to learn about the Commonwealth and participate in a mock Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting. This position afforded me the opportunity to engage with all levels of 
government – from federal ministers, to ambassadors, to government officials – and conduct 
policy analysis, experience which remains incredibly valuable when considering the important 
role that advocacy plays within the VP External position.  
 
In addition to advocacy work, it remains important that the VP External is equipped to respond 
to the ever-changing political landscape in a timely manner. Quick response times and the 
ability to work under deadlines are vital to this position, especially when response times to 
political announcements and issues are considered – I am capable and have proven experience 
pushing out succinct and well-thought-out responses to events. I have significant 
communications experience as accredited media with the International Skating Union, and as a 
sportswriter for Passion/Speed/Skating and the UCalgary Dino’s. As a sportswriter I have been 
continually challenged to work under strict deadlines and feel comfortable generating written 
responses to events that take into account various contexts and viewpoints. Moreover, as 
accredited media with the ISU I am confident and capable in engaging with diverse groups – 
from Olympic athletes, to communications liaisons, to administrative teams. Overall, I am well-
prepared to deal with the communications requirements of this position and feel confident in 
my ability to communicate the needs and wants of graduate students both internally and 
externally.  
 
Strengthening of relationships 
 
While longstanding relationships exist with the university administration, other student 
associations, and government, the continual evolution and strengthening of these relationships 
is integral to ensure student issues remain top of mind. Advocacy is most effective when voices 
are heard and understood. By working on the aforementioned relationships, I can ensure that 
the graduate student voice always has a seat at the table. It is important that students play a 
role in advocating to make sure that their student experience is positive.  
 
As a member of Senate, the VP External serves as an important touchpoint between the GSA 
and the administration, and I recognize the importance of senate in its dual role as both an 
administrative body and community facing group. I am well equipped to feed the student 
perspective to senate and support senators in communication to their respective communities 
to ensure they understand the role of both the university and graduate student population in 
the broader context of the city of Calgary. It is clear from the establishment of a new ad hoc 
student committee that senate is committed and open to student input at the undergraduate 
and graduate level, and I am committed to maximizing the impact of the committee through 
the VP External position. I have prior experience as a member of the Carleton University senate 
during my tenure as the President and Governance Coordinator for the Carleton Academic 
Student Government – as such, I feel comfortable engaging with senators and ensuring that the 



student voice is heard. Additionally, during my time as a senator I was a member of both the 
Chancellor Search Committee and Learning Management Systems Committee. As such, I am 
experienced and prepared to further strengthen the GSA’s relationship with senate and make 
sure the graduate student voice is taken into consideration by the administration.  
 
In addition to working with the University of Calgary Senate, there remains the obligation to 
communicate with various levels of government and external stakeholders. Through my 
experience as a student leader at Carleton University, in addition to my political experience in 
Ottawa, I am well equipped to work with GSA members as well as other student unions to 
ensure our collective student voice is heard. Of particular importance is the ability to ensure 
that our government advocacy work is not detrimental to that of the university. As such, I am 
committed to working with the Associate Vice-President of Government Relations John Ahlo to 
ensure that our graduate student voice is heard and that our objectives are aligned with those 
of the university.  
 
Strengthening and maintaining relationships with student associations across the country are 
important with regards to advocating for students across many levels – from the Calgary 
Student Alliance, to ab-GPAC at a provincial level, to the Canadian Alliance of Student 
Associations federally. With connections to student associations across the country, I will 
actively leverage my relationships to other institutions to maintain and create new connections, 
and better respond to student issues.  
 
Experience  
 
I have been involved in student politics since the first year of my undergrad and have 
continually been committed to improving the student experience. My previous student 
experience at the executive level as the VP Operations for the Carleton Science Student Society, 
President and Governance Coordinator with the Carleton Academic Student Government, Co-
Founder and President of the Carleton Health Science Society has afforded me several 
opportunities to bolster my skills as a student leader – skills that are invaluable to the position 
of VP External. In addition to my experience at an executive level I previously served as the 
undergraduate representative on the Learning Management Committee and Chancellor Search 
Committee, the Health Science Representative with the Carleton Science Student Society and 
Carleton Academic Student Government, a Street Team member with the Carleton University 
Student Association, and as a First-year Representative with the Carleton Science Student 
Society. The skills gained during my time at Carleton University across all my experiences has 
prepared me to take on the role of VP External with the GSA and I am eager to give back to the 
graduate student community.  
 
My Response to the 2021 Federal Budget 
 
The 2021 Federal Budget saw the government announce several new measures and supports 
for students and young Canadians and while these initiatives are certainly welcome by students 
across the board there is still more to be done, and the work certainly doesn’t end here. Of 



particular note is the mention of further supports for students with disabilities, an extension of 
student loan relief, and a plan to reduce childcare costs. The extension of disability benefits 
under the Canada Student Loan Program will now allow those with persistent or prolonged 
disabilities to access disability supports. This action will help to reduce barriers and increase 
accessibility for students with disabilities - I am committed to including all student voices in my 
advocacy work and will work to ensure that marginalized groups are included in all discussions. 
The announcement regarding the extension of the interest free period for student loans, in 
addition to increased Canada Student Grants until 2023 is a step in the right direction, however, 
more needs to be done to make sure post-secondary education is accessible to all Canadians. 
Lastly is the announcement of the government’s commitment to bringing down the average 
cost of childcare in Canada to $10/day over the next five years. While I don’t have children, I 
understand the importance of accessible and affordable childcare and will advocate to make 
sure that graduate students can take advantage of affordable childcare and that the university 
moves to lower childcare fees over the next five years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


